=" 


@ ! ruc Behevers| 
4 C H O-I C F , 


AND 


K Intanced in 

& | The Exemplary LIFE 

Tf O F 

d M-MARY COXE, 
"4 The Late Wite of 


Doctor THOMAS COXE. 


OO — ——— 


. 
4 
_ 4 


Preached tor her Funcral 


_— B RICHARD BAXTER. 


— — — — 


— _— 


IE ROSSI Ks ns eG I — 4 
= Prov. 10. 7. 7 he memery of the jrit fail be Heſſed, but the 
rame +f the withed {ral rot. 


' 23:7 —— - _- 
$$ E 
LONDON, 


Pripted by R. E. in the Year, 


NY 00 ba 
"n 
« ; 
oy 

- 

4 by 

L 

® A « %c 
. $64. as as. art ”_ EE F. _— 


To my Worthy and much Honoured 


FRIEND- 


Dr. THOMAS COXE, 


SIR, 


i rs your great Kindneſs and Care 
of the health of me and mine, much 
oblige me to you, . and your  Perſo- 
nal Worth much more, and your worthy Chil- 
dren command my great Reſpet and Lowe ; 
yet none of theſe jbould have moved me to 
ſay a word of all that Thave ſaid of your deceaf- 
ed Wife, which I had not verily believed to 
be true : And it was Gods Grace in her, 
which much more commanded it, than all my 
debt to you and yours. 


She was ſo Exemplary, as that Tthink it my 
Duty for the good of others, to make this Pub- 
lication of her Charafter, and of this Ser- 
mon. 
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But one great Defedt is here to be notified 
to the Reader, That almoſt all her ſecret way 
f Duty, and particular Converſe is omitted, 
which you that were ſtill with her, could 
have deſgribed ; For I thought meet to (ay no 
more than I either knew my ſelf, or was obvious 
and known to many. | 


The words which T heard but yeſterday from < - 
the mouth of your Brother in diſcourſe, were 
ſuch as I doubt can be ſaid of few, that in ſo 
many Tears, from the hour of her Marriage, 
co her Death, ſhe was never known to 
do one difobliging action, or ſpeak one 
difobliging word, of or to any one of her 
Husbands Kindred or Relations. 


' Had it ſeemed meet to you, or to your worthy 
and ingenious Son, and your pious Daughter 
(the true image of her Mother ) to have been the 
Deferiber of theSoul and Life,of this Exemplary 
Saint, how much more fully could you have done 
it, than L,that was ſo much leſs acquainted with 


her. 
She 


wo. 
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She is gone home, and you and I are at the 
door ; The Lord give us ſo to live by Faith on 
the Pr omiſe and Love of God, and the things 
unſeen, that thence we may daily fetch our 


ruling Motives, and Canon Fi eluent 
aud, not, from g tre tt 

following Chr” hs 7 Fo X Ap # LALLY 

may with them pdfſeſs the —— c ay 


and be found at his Call among thoſe that has 
his appearing, and be for ever with the Lord. 


Amen, As... kn EM. 


Novem. 19. 
1679. 
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True Believer's 


CHOICE and PLEASURE, &«, 
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at * 


PSAL. 119.117. 


Thy Teſtimonies have I taken for an heritage 
for ever ; for they are the rejoycing of my 
beart. 


| Text that ſpeaketh of Rejoycing, and 

chat in an heritage, and an heritage 

for eyer, may - 4b unfuitable to a 
mournful Funeral : But it was choſen by 
our deceaſed friend, and not without juſti- 
fiable reaſon. That which was a day of 
Sorrow to us, was a day of Reſt and Joy to 
her ; and it was mcet that ſhe ſhould foreſec 
that Joy, and tailing it in the firſt-fruics, 
ſhould commend that to us which ſhe _ 

foun 
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found ſo ſycet, and would bring us to the 
felicity which ſhe hath now obxained. If 
the da.unced ſenſuallit, Ly. 16. would have 
had one ſcent front anogher + ocld,. 1n hope 
to fave hs unuJivig Brethren, na won- 
der if a holy pe:fo: wee delirous that o- 
chersthould put ieut werploafurcand inhe- 
ritance: an: lice the L-pzrs that tound the 
SICEC of Sam iz car{ea, would not teait and 
rcjoycc alone. Sne choſe this, no doubr, 
as that wh-ch was moſt hvely unprinced on 
her own heart, with a quit defire that ic 
might be imprinted alfo on the hearts of 0- 
thers; taatfowe INAFNOf only reJoyce with 
her thac now rejoycerth m the heavenly poſ- 
ſeſſion, but, as Paul faith, Gal. s. 4. Every 
man may prove bs ann morks,. audfo may fave 
rejoycing an 'himilelf atone, and wot (Only) 51: 
axothe.. Let us theretore by God's alliffante 
ſo improve thefe words, as may conduce to 
this deſired end. - pn oy 

, By God's [/ &/timonies ]. here 1srmeant thac 
ſupernaturally revealed Law and Promiſe, 
which was poſlefled by the Church of the 
Jews, as God's peculiar people, ſuppoſing 
thc Law of Nature, anci the common mer: 
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cics winch God had given to all the reſt of 
taln mankind : Both the Precepts and Pro- 
miſcs are hcre included; the Types and their 
ſignihcation of the thing typified. 

[I have taken them | {1gnihieth, I have be- 
lieved them, waplying that God revealed 
them ; and I have Accepted them, plying, 
that God had Offered them, and I have 
cholen them, implying the preferring them 
before all competitors ; and I have truſted 
them, as f1gnitying their ſpecial uſe, for the 
guiding, ſtabliſhing, quieting, and ſaving of 
the ſoul. 

| For an heritage] {ignifieth 

1. Asthat which I tru't ro as my ſecurity 
for an heavenly Inheritance. 

2. And as that which now 1s my beſt por- 
tion whule I am 1n the way, (including the 
things connoted. ) 

. And as that whuch I prefer before all 
Wealth and worldly Heritage. Alexander 
and Ceſar had larger Donunions than Da- 
vid ; but neither of them was King of- 
God's peculiar People, that had poſletſion 
of his Oracles, nor had the Promutfes 


which he had, thar Chriit ſhould be his 
B Son 
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Son and Succeſlor on his Throne. 

The word [ for ever | relatech both to the 
Inheritance as everlaſting, and alſo to David's 
choice,as mmutably hereupon determined. 

They are ſaid to be the Rejoyoing of the 
heart aptitu1inally 1n themfelves, which cau- 
fed him to chooſe them, and awally, becauſe 
he had choſen , believed, loved, and obeyed 
them. 

So that this 1s the ſum of the ſenſe 
[ worldly men make choice of a worldly Inheri- 
tance, and hopes, and on this they truſt ; and 
in this they ſeek their chiefeſt pleaſure : But 
I, though blejſel Largely wit! thy bounty, have 
ſuffered many affiitions in the world: But thy 
Word hath been my Guide, and thy Promiſes 
fall felfilled to me ; and experience hath con- 
firmed my Faith and Reſolution , to lay all my 
Hope upon thy Word or Covenant , both for this 
Life, and that to come, and from it I ſeek and 
fetch my comfort : It hath been my joy in all 
my ſorrows, and init tothe laſt iwith d rejoyoe? 
Thus 1s the ſenſe of the Text, from which 
we arc all taught. Ein] Fo 
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Doc. That God's Covennt or Teſtimonies 
are thetrue Believers Heritage for ever, 
and as ſuch are truſted and choſen by him ; 
and therefore among all the allurements 
and the crofſes of this world, are the ſup- 
port andrejoycing of his heart. 


In the handling this I ſhall ſhew you 

I. What it is in God's Teſtimonies which 
make them fit to be our Heritage, and our 
Joy ? 

IL. How they are called an Heritage for 
ever © 

III. How they are fo taker by Believers ? 

IV. How far they are theirJoy ? 


L In God's Covenant or Teſtimonies 
there 1s 1. The Author. 2. The Mediator. 
3. The applying Agent. 4. The aſcertaining 
Revelation. 5. The Donative or Benefit 
given. 6. The Guiding Doctrine and Law. 
7. And the Perſons or Subjects connared to 
whom all this 1s ſuiced, ro be an Heritage 
for ever, and the rejoycing of their hearts. 

1. The Author 1s God, the Lord of us 

B 2 and 
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and all ; in whoſe hand and will is our Soul 
and Body, our Lite and Death, our Health 
and Sickneſs, our Joy and Sorrow, whoſe 
ingrndncls 1 is life, and berrer than lite, 
Pſal. 63. 3. who, it he will can make us 
whole and happy, and who hath told us 
what he w7/1/ do £ his Covenant : He want- 
cth not Love, for he is Love it ſelf ; Efſent- 
al, Infinite Se/f love, communicating to his 
creatures ſuch Love as his Wiſdom ſeeth 
meet for them to receive. The Love that 

oAVe us the Mediator and the Covenant, 
willcercainly perform 1t: Ir was of mercy 
chat he promiſed : It is now of mercy and 
juſtice th tha t he perform it. He wanteth nor 
Wiſdom to Rule the world by Truth and 
Goodneſs, and needeth not deceit and fal- 
Jhood hereunto, nor to flatter ſuch worms as 
we intoobedience. Nor doth he that main- 
taineth Heaven and Earth, want power tO 
make good all tis Word ; nor 1s there any 
adveric POWCr tO Make 1t difficult, and ha- 
zard the ſucceſs. - Indeed, he that {crioutly 
conſidereth che Divine Perfection, will 
think ir were more ſtrange and incredible 
tha God thould not blels and glontic the 

fachſul, 
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taichful, according to his Word. If it be 
credible that the Sun ſends forth its illumi- 
nating and enlvening beams fo far and 
wide, toſo many milhons of various crea- 


cures {though ic ſcorch the unſuirable ob- 


jects that are too necr;) 1t 1s creuible that 


God who 1s Infinite Goodneſs, ſhould blets 
the capable with heavenly Glory / And did 
we not ce that fin makerh many uncapable, 
it would be harder ro reaſonto believe thar 
all ſhall noc be bleſſed by ſuch a God, than 
that all che taichtul ſhall be blefied. And 
we find, that though both bc hard to 
unbclizyers, tiey are of the two more hard- 
Iy brought to believe the Threatnings, than 
the Promiſes of God. What wonder is it 
that Infinite Power, Wiſdom and Love, ſhould 
make ſome of his creatures blefled by com- 
munication ? and Mar in ſpecial when he 
hath made him capable of it ? 

And what greater ſatisfaction and ſecuri- 
ty can a fcartul, troubled, dying man have 
than the Infallivle word of the molt glori- 
rious God. Surc he that tirmly believeth i 
to be his Word, can hardly chooſe but 
believe that 11s true, and mect for our 


mo{t qu:ering fruit, 2. The 


8 
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2. The Argel and Moſes were the Mc- 
diztors of the Tewih Law : But the Ecer- 
nal Word incarnate 1s the Mediator of the 
New Covenant; promiſed only betore (to 
Abraham. David, &Cc. yea to Adam) but ſent 


when made man 1n the tulneſs of time, Gal. 


4. 4. And it muit needs be a ſure and excel- 
IentCovenant which 15 made and confirmed 
by ſuch a Mediator, named in the Prophecy, 
Iſa. HS. 6. Wonderful, Counſellor , the Mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince © f Peace, 
of the increaſe of whote Government and Peace 
there is no end: he is the heir of all things 
by whom the Worlds were made ; the Brightneſs 
of God"s Glory; the expreſs Image of his Pex- 
fon; and upholding all things by rhe wordof his 
power ; made better than Angels; having by 
Inheritance cbtained a more excellent name 
whom allcheAngeis of God doworſhip; and 
tor whom they diſdain not to numiter to 
the Faithtul. Ir 1s a ſure and comfortable 
Doctrine which muit have ſuch a Preacher 
ſcnr tron Heaven, and a certain Covenant 
whichhath ſuch a wondertul Mediator, 

3. But ic 1s not like the powerleſs word of 
man, but the Zoly Spirir of the Father and 


the 
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the Son undertaketh to accompany iz, and 
as the Arm of God toſet it nome, and make 
it effectual co its proper ends : We have rot 
only heard thus word, but #/r it: As we 
hear and feel the powerful Winds, tough 
we ſee them nor, and perceive not whence 
they come, or whither they go: All have 
felt this who are born of the Spirir, Joh. 3.8. 
God ſpake not like man when he ſaid, Let 
there be light, Gen. 1. And he teacheth not 
like'man, when his Sp1rir by his Word doth 
quicken , 1llummare and regenerate Souls. 
It 15.2 ſure Conmenant thathath ſuch an inward 
Mediator, fuch an Acent, and Advocate, and 
IWirmeſs of Chriit, ſpeaking operatively from 
Gyd to man, and ſpeaking prevailingly in 
man to God. 

And the ſure manner of Revclation 
doth make 1t fit to be our 7rft and Foy. As 
ic bcarcth on ufelt rhe-Image or Impreſs of 
God's Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs; ſo by 
powertul Miracles, and manifold Wiſdom, 
and unmcaſurable Goodneſs it hath been de- 
livered, ſcaled, defended and propagated : 
And by a communicated Spirit ot Life, 1.7211 
and Love mall found Bclievers, confirmed 
tothis day. c. Aid 
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&. And wit 15 1t that with ſuch g/ory 
and certainty 1s delivered tous from Heaven? 
Itis a Decd of 57jz (thus fealed by Chri/?'s 
Bl:ol and Spirit) of Grace and G/ory; of 
Chriſt ro be our Head, and Lord, and Hu(- 
band, and Lite, in and with hum. oh 5. 
x0, 12. of the free pardon of all our fins 
how many and great ſoeyer, and of recon- 
ciliatioa with God,and of juſtification by the 
blood and righreouſneſs of our Redeemer, and 
of theconmunued teaching, preſerving, ſan- 
ctifying, ttrengcheming, comtorting aid of 
the Holy Spirit;, of adoption and utle to 
the Heavenly Inheritance ; that being Sons, 
and having the Spirit of the Son, by it we 
ſhall be ſealed up to Glory, and be made the 
Habitacton and 7emples of God : In a word, 
IC 18 a promiſe of this Life, ſo tar as that all 
things ſhall work together for our good, Rom. 
8.28. and of the life which is to come, where 
we ſhall live in Glory with Chriit for ever. 
This 1s the ſure and bleſſed Covenant of 
God. 

6. And what is the Doitrine and Laws of 
God, arc they not alio ſuited ro our 7ru/t 
and 7oy? Is trnor auclighttul thing to read 

thac 
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that which no meer man could rel] us? 
How God made Man and all the IWorld, and 
what Laws he gavehin? Howlin cameinto 
the world, and death by {in 9 How God hath 
governed theIWorld trom the beginning, and 
how he hath redeemed us? What Chriſt 1s, 
and what he hath done, and what hewill do? 
And what man is, and what he /hould be, and 
what he /ha// be, and do,and have tor eyer. 
And what 1s there 11 God's Laws, but that 
which 75 our ſafety, and /bould be our joy ? 
It good Laws be the ſatery and honour of 
Kingdoms, are not God's Lzws fo to all the 
World 2 Whar an ugly Dungcon were the 


World without thei 2 and what a worſe 


than bruitiſh thing were man? O howhap- 
py were Mar, were Femilies, were Cittes, 
were {ingdoms, it all had made God's Laws 
their Rule, and all Mens Laws and Lives had 
been ruled by them 2 Then there would 
have been none bur wiſe, jz/t, and holy Ru- 
lers, that would have governed for God,and 
for the common good, and Princes would 
have been indeed the Fathers of their Coun- 
tries, and Maſters of their Familtes, abhor- 


ring all contradicting ſelfiſh Intereſts, _ 
C al 
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all Injuſtice, Tyranny, and Oppreſlion. Then 
Subjc.ts would have with reverence,rea {inefs, 
an jidelity, obeyed Gold, 1n obey. ng and 
honouring their Parents, Princes ana Ma- 
ſters. Then all men would love their Netgh- 
boars as themſelves, and do as tney would 
be done by ; Lowe and Juſtice would reign 
among all, and Injury, Partiality and Selnſh.- 
neſs would be abhorred. And which of us 

cannot ſay, Had I been rulod by Gud'sLams, 


[ had cc -aped all che guile, the thame, the 


* corrections, the cerrours that have betall:n 


me? Ic s our {in again{t that facred Rule, 
WilCh 1S the cauſe of all our forrows : olſe 
what Peace nugit we have had un one C on- 
ſciences, m our Bodies, 1m our Hoſes, in our 
Cities and Conntrey, as having Peace with 
God. God's ftrictet Laws,arebur ins {trict 
forbidding us to deſtroy or kurt our {clves 
and others, as you toro! d fircand water,and 
Knives and Gunpovder, ſurtciung and poy- 
ſon to your Children, for the: rpreſer Varion. 
O-how glad would every true Chriltian 
be, if God's Laws were fuller wrnten on his 
heart, and he could but be anddo all that 
God therein commandeth. For want of 
tits 
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this perfect Conformity 1 1s, that he. eryerh 
out v i Part, ROM» 7. 1 o will 35 prefent with 
me, bat to doT jivd nct---0 wretched man that 
I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
death. 

How joviul ould we bcit we could bur 
truft God, 3:4 tore him, and obey him, and 
be free from {1n, as rauch asthe Law of God 
commandeth us © Wetctthe therefore that 
the Law is holy, and juſt, and good, while we 
repent that we break 1t, and with thatwe 
could better keep 1t: For this would keep 
our Souls trom guilrand ſhame,and terrors, 
and our bodies from much calamity and 

vn; all Gods ways arc pleaſanenefs, and 
all his paths arc peace. Great peace have 
they that love his Law, and nothing ſhall cf- 
fend them ; let Papijts: inide 1t, and accuſe 
i, and ler rhe 1gnorantand malignant ſcorn 
, yet will Belicycrs judge it fit tor their con- 

dence and delight. | 
. Andthe rathecr,. becauſe thar all this 1s 
admirably fuircd to our necellty. We are 
undonelinners! and had perihed for cver, 
withour a Saviour ,and a pardoning Coye- 
nant. - We aredark ana tooliſh, and ſhould 
C 2 have 
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have erred to Damnation, without tjus ſure 
and heavenly guide? We are beſet with 
Temptations, and how ſhould we overcome 
them, withour God's promiſe of better things 
than this World can give us? We arc under 
manifold pains and ſorrows, and muſt 
ſhortly dye: And how ſhould we undergo 
all this in peace, if we had nor hopes of tu- 
ture happineſs, and of that which will com- 
penſate all our loſſes? We havea lite of ſer- 
vice to God, which muſt be fairhfully and 
chearfully done; and how ſhould we fo do it, 
without good perſwaſion of this revvard ? 
He that cometh to God, mru{t believe that God is, 
and that he is the rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him. 

O then what a joyful Word ſhould char 
be to us, which 1s ſent from God himſclf 
thus to guide, to ſecure, to —_—_—— and 
comfort us, by the promuſe of all that we 
need, and can well detire, ſealed by the Blood, 
Miracles, and Spirir of Chrilt; and bearing the 
impreſs of Godthe Aurhor ; and that to ſuch 
miſerable Sunnersas vye are. 


I 1. But 
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Il. But how areGod's 7eftimontes our He- 
ritage for ever? Whcn in Heaven vye ſhall 
have nonecd of Scriptures. 


Anſ. 1. | For ever] ſometime ſignifieth, 
t9 the end of my life] as David ſaith, Pal. 
23. 1 jball dwell in the Houſe of the Lord 
for ever; and fo oft. And ſoGods Teftno- 
nies vvere taken tor his Heritage, or chict- 
cit Portion, and rcjoycing conitantly, and 
to his lives end, as ſecuri2g him of an cycr- 
laſting Heritage. | 


2. And the Heritage promiſed by them, 
and connoted, 1severli/ting; and the holineſs 
imprinted by them on his Soul, vyill be per- 
peruated, and pertected 11 Heaven. 


ITI. What is it for Believers to take God's 
[eftimonies for their Heritage ? 


Anſ. It 1s ſuppoſed that the flattering 
world, and the pleaſures of the fleſh, do 
ſtand here 1n competition, and are by many 
taken for their bejt, ana tlus becaute they 

cithcr 
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C. cher 1/7; 6k 3 of, © Or belicve not the better 
(21375 ot a life to come, pad 137 Co.ntorts 


of a iC:y -colietd and preparation. In 


this caic $'£ry rac Believer, {crioully weigh- 
i”% all, and what can befai 114 on both fides: 
4 :ar te world and fleſh will be and do for 
him, and what Cod and grace, and glory 
will be and do, doth wiſely difcern and re- 
—_ | 
That the world 1s vanity, and fin abo- 
Ce 
2. That God 1s all fufhent, infinicely 
g00G, anda to be tr uiicy, and his word matt 
w:ſc, and juſt, anu true: And tacrciore 
chough | lus bclief have us 1mperte<tions and 
aſlaulcs, yer he {6 tar beheverh Gods pro- 
nuſcs to be ſure, and his precepts to be 
g00{ and necetlary, as chat hc relolveth 
here ©o Pico MSNVpPE < and trult tor Is wnole 
telicicy 1n 1s hfe and hercatrer, and to 
give up himf-It rothe itudy, love, and obe- 
dience of Gods Laws, as the guide and ſe- 
curity, and comfort on "his Soul, renouncins 
all che flarcerics of the flcth and world whi ich 


ſtand againit ic, andare —— by ſcnſual 
Unbclicvers. 


In 
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In tew words, this was Davids faich and 
choice, andthis 15 the fait! and choice of all 
trac Belicvcrs, by which we may d:fcern 
whether we are ſuch ; though all have nor 
the ſame degree of truit and fixed reſoluti- 
on, yet allhave this much in lincerity. 


IV. Queſt. But can all ſay, They are the 
Rejoycing of my heart * 


Anſ. All of them can fay, 


1. We ſee nat tacre 1s81nthe Word and 
Covenanc of God in Chrit, unfpeakably 
more matter fit to beour Foy, than in all the 
pleaſures, and weaith, and honours of this 
world. 

2. And therefore we prefer it beforethem 
all, in our deſire and our fixed choice. 

3. And we find fo nauch 9oodnefs and ſu- 
zableneſs to us1n this ſacred Word, as that 
we love it as our food and our ſecurity, 
chough notwith the appetite and love which 
we delirc. 

4. And though we have not that joy in 
this our lovero 1t, and in the hopes of pro- 
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n.ifcd glory, which a ſtronger faith and 
{ove would cauſe, yer we find that 1t 1s 
our beſ?, and we Perceive more good un 1t 


than in ſinful picaſures; and the true and 
chief ſupport of our Souls in all our fears 
and troubles, and 11 our proſpect of ano- 
tier life, is from the love and Word of God 
chrough Chritt. , 

And though our pleaſure in tbe not ſenſu- 
al and luſcious, it 15 much more fold and ſa- 
tisfying to our Souls, than we find in any 0- 
ther thing, 

And the ſweermneſs which we taſteinir, 1s 
orcater at ſome times than art other. 

And the comfort winch we have in our 
bodily health and weltare, 1s much as it ſig- 
mifiech to us the love of God pertorming to 
us his promiſes, and helping us to ſcrve 
him wit oy and gladneſs, ;n order to eycr- 
laſting joy. 

Tins 1s the ordinary caſe of true bchieyers; 
though cxtraordinarily; 1. Some tempted, 
troubled,melancnoly Chriſtians overwhelm- 
e{| with grict and tears, donor perceive this 
much in chemſelves. 2. And the healchfuller 
{tronger ſort of Chriſtians have yer a more 
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ſweet and conſtant pleaſure, in the Teſtimo- 
nies and Ways of God. 

Having faid this much for Explication, a 
litcle more may ſufhce to fhew you why and 
whence it 1s that Believers receive the Teſti- 
monies of God with this fixed Choice, and 
Truſt, and Pleaſure. 

x. It is from honeſt Self Love and Intereſt: 
They certainly find that 1t 1s thezr beſt; that it 
1s true and good, and that there1snothung elfe 
to be found in this World, that will ſerve in- 
ſtcad of 1t, tobea quieting ſecurity, guideand 
comfort to the Soul. They perceive what they 
need ; and that nothing elſe can ſupply thoſe 
needs : This mult bz thor Hope, or they 
muit deſpair. 

2. Itis from Holy Suitableneſs and Lowe 
to God, and the goodnels which they reliſh 
in his Word. As God giverh every living 
Creature an Appetite ſuitable to his Food,and 
Benefits, ſo doth he to the New Creature. 
Holineſs 1s moſtly the Souls a_ tO God, 
and ſpiritual good. The word which pro- 
miſcth and guideth us to the incorruptible 
Crown of glory, 1s an incorruptible ſeed, 


1 Pet. 1. 3,4, 5,6. andit 15 our Milk or Food, 
i Pet, 
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r Per. 2.2. and by it we arc made Partakers 
of the divine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. and 1t 1s the 
ingrafted or innaturalized w oy which is able 
to -r5a ory Souls, Java. 1. And as the 
vhol Rock is marvellivulhy: md to ſerve 
__ graft, which 18 planted | into 1t, and 
as if icnad 0: t irs {ormer kad, doth bring 
torth ly tae tru of the gratt, fois Gol's 
Word woplanted in us to the change of our 
NAFKYE, mndour fruits. And 1t 1s noſound 
Appeute whichhath no pleaſure, No won- 
der if a ftrong belict do cauſe us 70 rorce 
with joy unſpeakable, and full of vtory, that we 
my recetoe the end of our faith, cur falna- 
tion, 1 Pet. 1.6, 7, 8. 
All God's Commands and Promifes have by 
. thedivinc impreſſion of themon our ſouls, 
lett fornewhat there which 1s ike them, and 
connatural ; even a holy light to underitand 
cheir truch and g00dnefs, and a holy love to 
them, and the chings revealed. to defrre them, 
and rake pleaſure 1n themand a hols ti velineſs 
to purſue the good def! red. Andthis 1s the 
wrinng of the Law and Goſpel on our hearts : 
And in this ſenfe x may be ſard that God, thar 
Chrift, that the Holy Gho/1 15 1n our fouls, and 
dwclicth in us, cycn as an ef4ciert principle, 
and 
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and a beloved Obpect, and delired end. And 
it this be all thac they irtend, thoſe called 
Cuakers have noreaſon to accuſe us, for nor 
preaching a God.ind a Criſt within us. And 
it this be 1t that is meant by thoſe who tell 
the World, thatby ſaying that the Hely Ghoſt 
is in us, WEAremore arrogant than the Pope, 
chat claimeth a vitible Monarchy ; we A 

rv in this joytul priviledge, this carneſt, fea] 


-_ 


and fir{t-truits of heavenly olory, and hum- 


bly chank him who hath vouchlafed it. and 
atlared us of 1t in his word, Rom. 8.9, 11. 


2Ccr.6. 16. Epheſ.3.17. 1 fFobn 4. 13. 1 Cer. 


3.76. 2 Tim. 1. T4. 1 Fohn 3. 24- 4.12, 


15, 16. And if the Scorners have any be- 
lief of the Scriptures, let them read and 


tremble, Rom. $. 9. It any man have not the 


Spirit of Chriſt, the fame is none of his. 


[ IT. I have given you the ſenſe ana the 
reaſon of this Doctrine : We come hither 
to |carn what uſe to make of it. And Ithink 
if I preach alſo on the Copy or Impreſs of this 
Text, whoſe Reliques we have laid in the 
duſt, and cell us what wſe ſhe made of ſuch 
Dofrine, it will be a conſiderable help to our 
own Application. D 2 [ have 


2 


J 
LEY 


_ 


" A Funeral Sermon. 


I have never loved or uſed to adorn Sc- 
pulchers, or hang our ſpecious Signs ar 
the doors of Pride, Ambition, Tyranny, or 
worldlineſs, to entice others to 1nItate pro- 
ſpcrous ſinners 1n their f19 : were I to preach 
at the Funcrals of an A/exander, or a Ceſar, 
I had rather fay that which may ſave the 
living trom following them in Pride and 
Bloodthed, than to tempt men to the like 
{inand nuſery. 

To praiſe damned men, becauſe they 
nad the plcaſurcs of {in tor a ſcaton, 1s to be 
more fooliſh and uncharitable , than the 
tcormented Gentleman, Luk 16. who would 
have had onefcnt trom the dead 10 warn his 
Brethren, leit they ſhould tollow him to 
that place Bf corment, by preterring fActhly 

leature and proſperity, betore the lite and 
2 of Saints. Our praifes caſe not tor- 
mented ſouls. It 18a mark of the Cirizens 
of the holy City, That a wile perſon is cor:- 
temned in their eyes? but withall, That they 
honour thoſe that fear the Lord: for God doth 
honour them. 

My duty theretore to God, and my love 
to holineſs, and holy perſons, and to you 
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p 


INC INOLC aUVAantage to know Nict 


h—_ 
— aw—_.... 4 


3 


A Funera! Serimon. 
m ſpecial that are her Children, and other 
Relacons, commandeth me to tel; Vi, 
(though forne of you £now it butter thank 
Thar our deceaſeil tricnd; mn the colirte of 
her P:lgrimage, div fpeak of jier {cir by her 
conitant practice, what David Profeiied in 
this Text, Though I fpcak bur from c:gh- 
cen Or NINCECEN VEArSACQUAINEANCE With {3er 
my {16, 1 have tull evidence of 1c tor the 
tormer part of hcr life. And my acquain- 
trance with herby Netghbourhoold, and mu- 
cual eiteem, hath been ſuch as hath given 
c er than molt 
have had : though I remember not ever to 
have ſpoken with oe per{o1 that hath nom 
her, that did 20t take her for an extranrdina- 
ry and emizent example of the Ptety ard Virtue: 
winch I thall mention. 

It che Hypocrices feek the praileot men, 
verily they have their reward (a poor re- 
ward} bur the ſeeking firit the Kingdom of 
God, and the honour that is of hun, had 
this calt in as overplus: I neyer heard that 
any perſon of any perlwation d1d {peak evil 
of her, or queltion her enuent fincerity 


and wartl. 
Had 


# 


0 CCC 7 oe 


A FLUNcrAl Ser non. 


He /acl ſhe COmu UG 11s BY ſinful oc mpliance, 
Sho night have 12arcii £ 'hritts words, Lrke 
5. 26. io to you wher all men ſpeak well of 

Bur as Cod hath cot lett hiniclt with- 
$51 - Wunets tO TiC \CiV HCALINCINS . {o hc 
| not [ett mnocency, wildona, love. Peace 
: piety, without ſome W nnciles 1 the 
3CICNCES Of the UBZOUY : few of them 
ave the face to ſpeak agai it rheſe in their 
pl ropcr names :And it he could not diſhonour 
them by our mixed faults, and by rhe tlan- 
derous affixed namcs ot Herctie, Schiſm, 
i2:ſobedience, Hypocritie, Phanaticiſm, Fol- 
ly, and what clic ISnOrance and maligniry 
can deviſc, the Devil knew not how to dif- 
onour Holineſs and Vertue, nor to encou- 
rage the blind world to fo common a ha- 
tred and oppolition of them, as thev ſhew 
1n all Nations of rhe Farth. 

When Shc choſe this Text, it was trom 
ſuch a ſucablc ſpirit, as allmen choolſc the 
too. the friends and company, thc but1- 
neſs and difcourſ winch by agrecableneſs 
they moit dchight 1n. Thar She made Gods 
Word and Covenants connoting Gods 
Lov... Chirit, (Trace and Glory, the ſpring. 
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matter and end ; her be'?, her herit cage, her 
all, concerning all that itood in COmprctiti- 
On; and that theſe were the rejoycing 
of her heart, She ſhewed to us that knew 


Her by thefe notable cttects. 


I. By her conitant, ferious, diligent ute 
of the Word ot God, by hearing, reading, 
conference and meditation. +þlcrtood yas 
not more conſtantly ufea, nor I bel: eve fo 
ſweet ro her. Her hicaring in the publick 
Aſlcmblies, nothing but necetlity coula 1n- 
ecrrupt; And her privateconſtancy her re- 
lations know. She practically col us thar 
chebletied mans del7zht is in the Law of the 
Lord, and therein : oth be meditate day and 
waht Plat: 1. 


[I. She made ſomuch, (inciteem, ufc and 
thanktulne(s) of every lirtle of the help She 
could getin cheſc ſpiricual things, as ſhewed 
that they wereher heritage and joy. When 
ſome come home with accuſations of the 
Szrmon, as «dry, dull, or weak, She foundin 
it ſomething tor profic and ſolace: I am 
ſure wy own converfacion and duties have 
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been truly guilty of the toreſaid taults, and 
yet how gladly would She come over the 
way to us at prayer time. How much did 
She value now and then a little (too dull un- 
profitable) conterence, and took 1t for a 
loſs that She could have no more. How 
glad was ſhe of now and then atoo dry and 
thort Letter, and how carefully would ſhe 
keep them. As1it with the Woman of Ca- 
naan, She had becn begging tor the crums. 
Alas our duller apperites ſeldom fo defire at- 
cer, or delight 1n, muchlarger portions of 
well-drett tood.buctulneſs hach loathing,and 
we callit dry manna, which we are weary of; 
or cyery little tault in the drefling turnech 
our {tomach againſt it ; tull ſouls Joath the 
honey-comb, bur to the hungry every bit- 
ecr thing 15 ſweet. 


HI. She loved and received the Word of 
God from ary fairhjul Miniſter that brought 
zr : Its truce that She more frequented and 
defired fone than others: Bur her Religion 
was not Faction, or fiding with this Parry 
or with that: She was far trom a Shiſmari- 
cal nund or practice. When one Party ſepa- 
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rates from all thar Preach in the Pariſh 
Churches, and another from all that Preach 


elſewhere, She ſeparated trom neither. 


IV. Accordingly She loved all perſons 
that teared God, as ſuch: Nor confining her 
Aﬀections or Kindneſs to thoſe of this or 
that controvertible Opinion : But that can- 
dour and holy ſimplicity, and ferious pra- 
ctical Religion which She had her ſelf, was it 
that She loved in all others whomſoever. 


V. And accordingly her conference was 
not about coxtrover/ie5, or matters of con- 
cention, which roo many ſpend their hours 
in theſe rumes, but that which tendeth to 
edification, and to admimiter grace to the 
hearers : She was not ſuch as Pau/ oft repro- 
veth tor /triving about words, and little things, 
thar tend not to <cdihe but ſubyert. 


VI. Much lefs was She tainted with any 
H-recſie, or dangerous Errour in Religion, 
nor ever drawn from the truth: and her 
ſpiricual ſtedfaſtneſs; bur cleayed to the 
form of wholiom words, and the ſimplici- 
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ty that is in Chriſt, and to them thar hell 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace ; 
avoiding the vain janglings of men of Con- 
rention, Pride and Corrupt minds. 


VII. She was not of a cenforious back- 
bing temper, nor uſed, as too many taulty 
Chrittians, ro make 1t her a1ſcourſe, to tind 
faulr with others, and make her ſclt the judge 
of Controvertics, Cafes, Acaons and Per- 
ſons which ſhe underitood not : but had 
learned that Ictlon, { ſpeak evil of no man, } 
and to 4row and be called to it, betore the 
judged. 


VIII. She was very dclirous of the good 
of all, and glad of any thing which cend- 
ed to promote the converſion and ſaving of 
mens ſouls. 


IX. She was charitable and liberal alfo 
to their bodies; in an unuſual degree; as I 
am able to ſay by particular experience, n 
which I have known it exerciſcd to thc 
poor. 

X. Her 
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X. Her hunulity and derteſtation of pride 
was manifeſt, not only in her Garb and Be- 
haviour, but in her low thoughts of her 
ſelf and the lowlineſs of all her Converſati- 
on, and great difhike of all that ſayourcd of 


Pride. 


XI. She was not moroſe, nor a refuſerof 
Converſe or uſctul Viſits, whenreaſon requi- 
red them : bur She took it fora great Ati- 
tion to have much diverſion by company 
or by matters, from her conſtant courſe of 
better work: And {beſtdes her health) was 
therefore the more Inclined to be much in 
the Country, that her mind and time might 
not be at the Mercy of too much intruding 
diverſions, and unprofitable diſcourſe. 


XII. Much more was Sheaverſeto all forts 
of /cnſuality : ſuch pleating of the fleſh as 
corrupterh the mind, and turnerh it from 
holy workand pleaſure ; and ſuch vain re- 
creations as waſte precious time, and profir 
not our {clves or others: Holy things were 


her food and feaſt, her work and recreation. 
E 2 X 111. Her 
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X11. Her prudence i all matters was ve- 
ry exemplary ; being much more againit 
unadviſed rathneſs, and actions winch tend 
to ull eflects, than moſt of us of the ſtron- 
ger Sex: and I contefs I ſhould think much 
berter of my felt it I could cqual her here- 
in. In which her Acquaintance commonly 
admired her, though thisis a point which all 
muſt acknowledge much inperte<tion in. 


XIV. And her gentleneſs, mecknets and 
calmneſs of mind and carriage was very a- 
nuable to her tricnds and moit that aid con- 
verſe with her : She was a great Adverſary 
to paſſionate behaviour, which ſurcly came 
from that Power of Grace, which had made 
loveand meekneſs become a nature 1n her, 
ſecing no ſuch thing could be clſe expected 
in one of her Sex and Complexion, and bo- 


dily weakneſlcs. 


XV. She did not, as the Hypocrate, give 
God the ſecond place in her heart and lite 
and the World the fir{t, nor pur oi Chriit 
with the leavings of the fleſh, nor take this 
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World for hee beſt or her: TGC, and THe 
next only fora reierve when Tre muſt needs 
leave this: She ſeemed to prizeno Her! tage 


bur God, nor toſct much by any cranſitory 
vanity whatever. 


XVI. Sheexcclled i the carneit deſire of 


her Childrens good, and mm the care of their 
well-coing and falvation. How cft hat: he 
defired me to pray for rem? How glad 


if I would : at any timc Put converf: 
thcy [-:7 pg 


muc! "D 


was { he 
with them, and auviſe them : 


bettcr then eves (cough I know 
how muca {ke prayed tor them © How oft 
and tenderly the counſelled them? What 
Letters of ſerious holy Counſel] the would 
write to them? Andhow like the was to 7ov. 
who prayed and facriticed for [us Chuldr Cl, 
when they were merry and feaſting rogether, 
fearing le!t they ſhould torgct God and {1n 
againit hm? | 

XVII. This kind of Ife which TI have de- 
(cribed was her calling aud trade, and in a 
manner Her 0z:/ y buf; neſs i in the Werld: Tt was 
not now and ten 1n a good mood, like a 


Feaſt or Recreation: bur as ſhe knew thac 
CONC 
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one thing Is neclful. ſo the > choſe that better 
part, W hich never was, nor will be taken 
from her. She fo 1: vedas it he had bur zh:s 
ONe thing ro Fo, wind a "72d do in the WL ld, to 
leaſe God oy obeying hun, and to cleave 
co Chriſt, and to do good, and to be ſaved. 
Notiung elle ſoemed to be much in her 
nund, choughts, care. and bulineſs ; her /ife 
ſeemed to be bur this ore this G. Bur I muſt 
conf: rhat poor and tempred Perſons, chat 
are under many workily wants, croſſes and 
employ ments, cannorbe expected to reach 
her meaſure mm this: Though oze thi; »g be 
their beft & mid portion, they may be toft with 
many troubiclome cares and butinefles. 
But God gave her both mizd, opportunity and 
heto to live in as even a courte of conttant 
holinck in a Fami ly, as Monks can pretend 
to or hope for 1n chcir Community or 1{o0l1- 
rude. Rchgion was her very lite. 


X V II1. In tis life the had alſo a Cor- 
ſtant peace 0) of Conſcience, bewatling her im- 


perfeTions, bt Ut NOVEL NVING 1N melaacholy, 
deſpair, hard rnoughts of God, or an un- 


comtortable fort of Rehg1on : I have oft 
neaid 
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hcard her ſpeak of her lamented wealknck of 
Faith, Love, and heavenly defires and joy, 
but never, that [ remember, one doubts 
word of her own tincericy and ſiivation : 
But her ordinary fpeech was lamenting that 
we were all fo weak 11 our bclict of the 
Word ot Goa, and tre unſeen Wort, and 
what execell.nr Perſons we {hould be it here- 
in we had a iirongcr faith that were Lher 
unto ficfit; and how much it fould be the 
bulincſs of all oclicyers. to pray and labour 
for anmcreated poreriul bil: hereof, as 
Gat winch would {all right in us = 
XIX. Her patience under her bodily 1n- 
firmutes alſo was exemplary. Her weakneſs 
made her ſo lyable to dangerous Coughs 
whule ſhe was 1n Lozdon air, that by this ſhe 
was con{iraned to live much trom home. 
And molt of all her hic the was rormenred 
with a frequent head-ach ? Bur mm her pati- 
ence 1n all this She ad pollets her Soul; and 
patience furthcred experience, and experi- 
encc hope, and fhe learnt more tie quiet 
fruns of righteouſnels by being much cxer- 
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XX. Andas by this She daily learned to 
dye, ſo theexpectation and preparation for 
death. was her continual work and itate. 
She lived and heard, and prayed, and 
wrote her Letters to her Children as at the 
rink of the Grave, and the Door of Eter- 
nity. Not that her Diſcaſes did ſeem to us 
ro be very mortal, or threaten this ſudden 
change. Bur ſhe knew the brevity of mans 
life, and that Death 15 ready to remove us 
all, and what a momCcnt 1c 15 tull chat certain 
hour. 

And as ſhe lived holily, and in peace with 
God and man, ſo ſhe dyed with eaſe and /:t- 
tle likelybood of the ordinary muſeries of Fear 
or Pain: Alittle forencis and ſwelling of her 
Leg, and pain towards thc H.p, turned to 
rwo {woonng fits, and 1n the third or 
fourth, having bcen 1n quiet diſcourſe with 
cr Husband, ſhe as quietly funk and dyed 
away ; deſiring that I thould be ſent ro pray 
with her: ſhe was acad betore I came, with- 
our any figns of nature f{trIving : And ſhe 
12d {at.ito her Daugirer atcer her tormcr 
Its, foe Gia not tins tint one could haye 

dyed 
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dyed fo calily as ſhe had almoſt done. A 
death thus expeited, and thus prepared for 
15 not to be called ſ:dilex! Thus God can 
make death eafie ro ſome of us, that are apr 
to over-fear the antecedent pain. And now 
what can be more, (almoit) defired iz this 
World. than ſuch a l:tc and ſuch a death. Our 
dear Friend 1s at home with Chritt,and Gods 
w:ll, which is Goodaeſs and Love it ſelf, is 
fo fulfilled ; even that will which muſt dif- 

ofe of all things, and in which only we 
mait ſeck our reit. 

And having defcribed this trueCopy ofthe 
Text] may boldly ſpeak of 1t to ſeyeral ſorts. 


LI my again ask both Czakers and Scorn- 
ers, Waether the Holy Spirit do not dwelland 
work 18 ſuch among us, as our dear Friend 


now dcceaſed was ? 


11. I may ask Unbelievers and Saddaces, 
Whether ſe operations of the ſpirit of 
God on ÞBelicyers, be not a fign that God 
own=ti tis Goſpel by which hethus worketh? 
And that Cmut lhvech and reigneth, who 
can thus ilill ſend a ſanctitying Spirit into 

F Be- 
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Believers Souls > And whether it be not blaf- 
phemy to think and fay, cither that theſe 
excellent endowments of Souls are not of 
God, or that he giveth themall in vain, and 
that Bclievers are all deceived by God, aid 
labour and hope allcheir days for that which 
hathno being; and that the better God mak- 
cth them, the more deluded, vain and fru- 
flrate he maketh them, and ruleth and a- 
mendeth the world by fa{hood. 


ITI. I may ask the Papiſts, with what 
Face they can fay as they ufe rodo, 7 hat they 
never heard of a Proteſtant Saint « And whe- 
ther we may not be as Religious 1n the places 
that God hath fetus in, as if we turned Re- 
cluſes, Monks or Nuns, and ſhut up our 
(clves fromdoing any good inthe world. 


IV. I may ask the Malignant that call all 
ſcrious Godlineſs Hypocrifie, whether ſuch 
a lite as this doth favour of diflimularion ? 
And whether ſuch Seriouſreſs and Hypecrifte 
are not contraries, and Hypocrijie be not a 
Profe//ion without that $ ertouſneſs which 1s 
{mcericy * And whether they that in Ba 

<þ 
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tiſmſolemnly vow to take God for their God, 
and Chriſt for their Lord and Saviour, and 
the Holy Ghoſt for Chriſts Advocate and 
Witneſs, and their Sanctifier and Comfor- 
ter, and to renounce the Fleſh, the World 
and the Devil, and when they have done, 
rform none of this which they vowed, 
bh live to the Fleſh and World which the 
renounced, and take a holy life as needleſs, 
yeaand hate 1t; Iſay, whether theſe be not 
the impudent Hypocritesthatvowand pro- 
feſs that holineſs which they abhor, rather 
than they that with all their deligence per- 
formthe holy Vow which they have made. 
And if Wives promiſe Fidelity to their Huſ- 
bands, Servants to their Maſters, and Sub- 
jectsto their Princes, are they the Hypocrites 
thatare ſcrious and keep their promiſe 2 Or 
they that were neyer ſerious 1n it, bur ſcorn 


the keeping of it? 


V. Andas tothoſe malignant perſons that 
take this {trict and ſerious Al gence for mens 
ſouls, to be but ſcrupuloſity, or the Chara- 
Eter of ſome over-zealous Higots or Puritans 
who are moſt inclined to Scluſm, and » 

F 2 Be 
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be troubleſom or dangerous to States ; Iask 


them, 

:. What is there in all the deſcription 
whichlT have here truly given you, which 1s 
injurious or dai:gerous to Church or State, 
or any perſon * Will it hurt any one that 


God and men arc ferioutly loved ? and thar 


God's Teftimonies arctruitedand delighted 1n 
and obeyed? and thar G:4's Kingdom and 
Righteouſneſs 1s firſt fougint? 

2. Itis notChriit, and Chriſtianity, and 
Scripture that you accuſe? It it be ſchiſma- 
tical and dangerous to be ſerious inpertorm- 
ing what we proteſs ana vo, ſurely it is bad 
in Baptiſm to vow 1t, and [till by calling our 
{elves Chriſtians to profcts it? To accuſe, 
hateand ſcorn the ſerious Practice of your 
own profeſt Religion, 15 to be the moſt 


foolith ſclf-condemners, and 1n ſomereſpects_ 


worſe than Mahometans, Infidels, and Hea- 
thens. 


V1. But my moſt carneſt defire 1s to you 
the /oving Husband, and beloved Children of 
our _ Friend ; that you wul not 0- 


verlook. 
t. The 
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1. The Correfior, 
2. The Sin, 


2. The Mercy, 
- 4. Orthe Dary which God now call- 


cth you ſeriouity to conſider. 


(1.) I need not perſwade ſuch as arc r4- 
therapt to Over much ſorror, not to def>;ſ 
this chaitening of the Lord, but rather not 
to faint under hs rebuke. Bur I cannor dif. 
ſwade you trom a jult ſenſeot yourloſs, we 
char arc your Nej2hhours tecl it ; bur you 
much more, to whom it 15 much greatcr : 
what Saints In Hetven do know of US, Or 
think. of us, or do tor us, we ſkall better 4z:0w 
whenwe arc there : Bur here you are depri V- 
ed of the daily prayers winch Sheſ:ar up for 
you ; of the contnuanceot her loving care 
of your ſouls, and warchiulneſs over you ; 
of her wiſe and faithful counſcls to you, and 
of her inutable example, asitwas [ti] before 
you ; a Husband of a pious prudent helper, 
and Children of a render attectionare Mo- 
ther; your great ſorrows tell me you teel your 


loſs. 
(2.) And 


Dm 
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T 1 2.) And all vation IS for in, which is 


worſe than ſuffering; O fall down before 
God, and with penitent tears bewail your 
{in, which hath cauſed your loſs: humbly 
confiis how unworthy you were of ſuch a 
Mother, and beg of God to forgive that ſin. 


{ 3.) But Mercy alfo as well as Sin and 
Loſs muſt be acknowledged. Your ſorrow 
mult give duc place to thankfulneſs and com- 
fort. Your Mother is taken from you, but 
remember. 


1. What a mercy it wasand 1s to you, 
char you areſo related to fuch Parents, ſee- 
ing God hath promiſed ſpecial mercy to the 
Faichful and their Seed; and if any of you 
miſs 1t, it will bechrough your own ingraci- 
tu-le and contempt. 

2.Whata mercy 1s1t thatall her prayers fox 
YOu are yetin force, and more of the an- 
twer of them may yet be ſent you, if you 
rej<ct 1tnot ? 

3. You have yet ll her holy counſels to 
remember, and they may profit you while 
you Lyc. 

| 4. And 
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4. And though She be gone, I hope her 
example will never be forgotten by you. 

s. And what a mercy 1s 1t, that under 
all her infirmities, you enjoyed her fo 
long ?- 

6. And yet how much greater cauſe of 
thankfulneſs have you, that ſhe ſo hve 
and ſo dyed, and that you may think of her 
with comfortas being with Chriſt,and hop. 
to be with her tor ever. Every one hath 
had a Mether, bur every one had not ſuc! 
a Mother as you have had. | 


(4) And I have intimated your Duty, 
wiule I have mentioned your Loſs and 
Mercy. 

i. Think over often what Sinſhe reprov- 
ed in you, and what counſel ſhe gave you, 
and now revive your reſolution to obey 
It. 

2. Remember what ſhe was wont to pray 
for on your bchalf; and let it not now be 
long of yournegle&tor wiltulneſs, that you 
are without 1t. 

2. Remember her humble, moderate, 


holy example; and think whether your 
; YOuIs 


41 


— — ———— — ——  — — 


A Funeral S£ermon- 


Souls have not as much nced of the greateſt 
care and diligence as hers had? And why 
ſhould not you be as itudious to pleaſe God 
and make ture of Heaven as ſhe was ? Bleſs 
Gol tiac you have ſach a pattern, that hath 
{oong dwelc with you for your imitation, 
r.CAz Our imiation of Chruiit : Holy ſim- 
PC: 3S defpiied = the world, bur it will 
pcoverhe only wiſdomat the lait. 


I have told you what uſe ro make of the 
example of our deceaſed Friend : Let me 
now tcll you what ufe to make of the Text 
which ſhe ſo much loved, tranſcribed, and 
chole. 


I. And firſt here you may learn, the na- 
tare of true Faich, and ſound Rcl gion: Ir 
taketh Gods teſtimonies and promiſes for 
our heritage, and for the comfort of our 
hearts. Ic :s not true Fantii, unkfs we fo 
crult Gods promuſes tor thus lite and that to 
COMC, as tGtake what be promiſerh tor cur 
bot ana our inberitznce, and Is promiſe for 
our veil fecur:ty and ale, and his Law tor 
QUT ZOVCLILNS RUIC Lat WV EMAY ODLALN IT. 

IO 
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So tnat, 1. Here youſee how wedifter from 
Inſidels, that donor traft their everlatting 
hopzs and happinzfs on the promiſe of 
God. 

2. And how we iftcr from hypocrites 
wio ſpeak belt on Heaven, bur really look 
for their beſt of carth ;: which Chriit calleth 
[Truſtins in their Riches, becaule that 1s in- 
deed racir truſt, from which they have 
their greateſt expectations, and for which 
they moit labour and will leave all ; this a 
bel.ever doch tor promiſed happineſs: And 
this the worldly hypocrite doth for the pro- 
ſperity of the fl-!h on Earth. 

3. Andhere you ſee that faith and godli- 
neſs are not melancholy uncomfortable 
things, as the Devil and the fleſh would per- 
ſwadeunexperienczd tools and unbelievers : 
Unleſs it be fad to have ſecurity trom God 
of a Heavenly heritage, and rejoice therein. 

And hereyou ſee the differences between 
the mirth of a flzſhly infideland of a behey- 
ing Saint : One 1s like a drunkard that is 
mcrry foran hourin a brutth kind of be- 
fool:ng plcafure; or hke one that hath a 
pleaſanc dream ; Or — that hearerh a jcaſt 

or 
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or merry tale, or ſeetha pretty Comedy Or 


thew : The other 15 more rational and heart- 
contenting than it ſhould be to any one of 
youo hayc good ſecurity for many hundred 
years life and health and proſperity here on 
Earth ; ſuch a birth-right do prophane tools 
{ell for ſucha morſe] ; not knowing that the 
fear of God cauſed-by true Faith is the be- 
e:nnng of Wiſdom. 


2, Hence therefore we may karn how ta 
cry our {tncericy of Faith. Dot it make us 
rake Cos pronuſe and the thing promiſed 
as our neritage 2 Though we are not with- 
out Temptations ro doubting, nay nor 
without the remnants of unbelict, bur our 
hearts arc troubled when we look beyond 
death withmany fears, yet if we fo tar cruit 
Gods Word, as reſolvedly to take tt tor that 
which we will adhere to, and hay our chictett 
nopes upon, we havea fatth chat willenuicle us 
co the promiſed benehts. 
 O0kj. Butfome may fay, I cannot fay that 
t1sthe ejoycins of my heart. 

Anf. i. Can you fay that you take it for 
that in whuch you place and ſeek your joy, 


thou gh 
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rhough you cannot yct attain it? And that 
you preternot any other pleaſure 1n your & 
fleem and choice and ſeeking ? It fo, youſhew 
chat you truly belieyc and truſt to the faith- 
fulncis of God's ord, though yet you reach 
not what you ſeek. Deſire 15 the firſt-fruit 
of Faith and Love, and holy joy is the flower 
and perfeion. 

2. Cannot you ſay that it is this Word that 
maketh you hope that there 1s for man a ber- 
cer lite, and that you ſhall not perth like the 
Beaſts? And that your fears and ſorrows 
are ſomewhar abated by the promiſes of 
God? | 

3. Cannot you ſay that you perceive a 
pleaſing goodneſs in fhe Word of God, 
which maketh it welcome and acceptable to 


ou ? 
By what I have mentioned, you may 


find, - 

1. That the Word hath not been i vain 
unto you, when 1t hath cauſed ſuch effects. 

2. And thatthe ſame ſpiritisin you which 
wrote the Word ; or elſe you would notlove 
and deſire it, and take it for ſuitable food 
and plcaſurc, yea, your os joy. 

2 3. 


—S 


A Funeral Sermon. 


rr rr er — —__ Cr nn I e——_ 


3. And you may nencc Pcrccive that you 
are not without the love of God himſclt, 
though youſce him nor, and have not ſuch 
ſenſible conceprions of hum as you have of 
men and things which you have ſeen: For 
if you love truth and goodneſs and holineſs 
in Gods Word, becauſe it is ſuch, you ſure 
love beſt thegreare/! cruth, goodneſs and ho- 
lineſs, andthat is God. 

4. And hence you may perceive that 
though our nature jove not death, and a 
weak faith will not overcome all tears, when 
we think of conung into an unſeen world, 
yer really you are lovers of Heaven, in that 
you are lovers of that which conſlitutech 
Heaven, and 1s its defirablencls ro man ; c- 
ven holincſs and Gods Loveand glorious pre- 
ſence, and our perpctual joy herein. If you 
deſire this you defire Heaven, though the 
fear of death domake you doubt of ir. 

5. And hencc you may tind that you arc 
not Worldly Hypocritcs? elie it 15nor Gods 
Promifes, and Law, that you would take for 
your hcittage and joy; bur worldly profpe- 
rity and fleitly pleaſure, and God and Hea- 
262 kQuld have put the lavings ot the flcſh, 

tor 
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for fear of an after recko!: ung at death, 


6. And though your joy be ſvall, you 
may know that it 1s of the right kind, when 
it 1s chiefly ſought in God's F ove and Promi- 
fes; andyou would not ler go the word of 
God, and loſe your Parr 1N 1t tor all the yani- 


tiesof this World. 


111. Hencealfo you may learn why a! 
tve Chriſtians (0 much value the Teitimo- 
- NICs or Word of God? Why they fo much 
read it, thinkof it, talk of it, at 4d hearof It; 
and arc loarh char P: -pijts ſhould corrupe ir, 
or conceal tinanunknown Tongue; orthar 
any izoula deny them the neceilary uſe of 
it, or filence the Miniſters that preach it to 
them? who would willingly be deprived of 


his heritage, or heart rejoycing ? 


IV. Yea, indeed hence we ſee, how much 
we thould ſet by it, and uſe it, how dear it 

ſhould berous? How ſtrictly we ſhould o- 
bey ir? With what delight we ſhould read it 
aad mediate 11 1t ? How diligent we ſhould 
be to confirin our b{licf of it, and how 
we ſhould terch our hope and comfort from 


it, inhife and at our deati * V. And 
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Y. And You may fee hence, that it 1s no 
wonder that the Devil and all his Servants 
in the World are Enemies to the Word of 
God. becauſe they arc Enemies to our heri- 
tage and joy : And there arctew berter ſigns 
while many prerend tro be for Chriſt, to 
know who arc rcally tor him, and who are 
againſt him and hs greateſt Enemics; than 
to judgeof men as they further or hinder ; 
Loyc or Hate the Word of God as to its pro- 
per uſe, , as the heritage and joy of holy 
fouls. 


VI. But the chief part of my application 
1s, to commend this wiſe and holy chorce, and 
ſol:d comfort to you all ; and to befeech 
you preſ ently to imitate David, and turn a- 
way trom all inconſiſtent pleaſures. If you 
Lvec1n ſorrow or deceit, and die 1n dcſpera- 
ton, 1t 15 not forwant of an oficr trom God 
of better things. Have you lived hitherto 
asthus reſolved ? It yox have, the Lord con- 
firm you, and be ſure ſuch hopes ſhall noc 
deceave you. It you have not, what will ycu 
now chooſe and co? It zou live not to ſome 


end, 
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en, you live not like men, according to 
reaſon. It you have choſen what end to 
live for and ſeek, whatis1t © Contiler, I be- 
beſeech you, of theſe things following be- 
fore 1t be too late. 

1. Whacwill you take tor your heritage, 
or your beſt, it not the tucure promiſed 
joycs, and what will you 7a%e tor your ſe- 
cxrity but Gods Wora? What 1s it that you 

lace your chicte!t hopes in? thall healch 
andwealth,and pleaſure ro the fehand hon- 
our among men,b-taken tor your heritag\: ? 
Dare you under your hands make a Cove- 
nant for theſe ro quit all your hopes of the 
lite to come ? 1t not, winch 1s that you pre- 
fer, and winch would you quit, it one muſt 
be hazarded or loit 2 which hath the nearcft 
and highett place in your hearts? which ſcck 
you firit,and make all ocher things give place 
co? OSirs, 1t 1s a ſhame toour itupid hearts, 
that we have need tobeto oft rold by Preach- 
ers, that we miſt dye, and that our fleth muſt 
ſhortly lie negte<ted 1m cduit and darkneſs, 
till the reſurrection, and char we and all 
the deccittultrifles of this World are ready 
to part tor ever. It 1s a ſhame that we 
mutt 
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mutt be ofc roll that which eycry Fool and 


Cirild acche uſe of reaſon may know, how 

oor and how ſhoztan heritage or picaſurc 
all thoſe have, who have no berter than thus 
World can give them. 

Wharc ſay vou, Will you diein Hope or 
in Def». 9 It Unbclf make you hope cllat 
t2icis no Hell, yer Hope of Heaven you Can 
have none, unleſs you truſt the Word of 
God ? Thelight of Nature indeed 1s ſuch 
a natural Wor or Revelation, as may tell 
us muci of a turure lite of retribution; but 
Go.is ſup<rnatural reyclation 1s fo much 
Cicarer, tat we cannot expect that he wall 
ſec by a lciler,who wiltully regectsa greater 
light : ſure all men woul4 hve tor cyer if 
thcy could, and all woul.l be tor cver hap- 
py: you would not ſure dic Ike Dogs, witit- 
ourany hope of a berter hte heeeateer,rt you 
could have good ſecurity tor ſuch hopes ? 
Anu what berter ſecurity is there to be 
iound, by mortal men, than {rhe Promiſes 
of Gol, corfurmed by Chrijts Blood and Mira- 
cles, and 51 tne Seal of hisholy Syirtr.) 

la a vol, without all doubr, Ether 
Heron muſt be your Heritave, or you mnt have 
none t,0.:t i; warty of a fericus thou br, and e- 
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nough to keep aman from wiſhing that he had 
never been born, or been a Brute, that had not 
reaſon to know the matter of his griefs and fears. 
And either Gods Word ſeconding the light of 
Nature, muſt gtve you hopes of a better 
life, or you muſt live and dye in meer deſpair. 
And jhall that be your wiltul choice ?- 


2. Conſider how unyaluable a mercy it 
is, to man, Yea, to ſinful miſerable man, 
that God. ſhould vouchſate to give him ſuch 
an everlalting Heritage, and ſuch fecuricy 
for it, and that on the meere thank- 
ful acceptance of the ſinner. And how wor- 
thily will they be undone, that by wiltul re- 
fufal arc deprived ot freely offered Felicity ? 


3. And conſider , how ſuitable an Hert- 
cage and Security 1t 1s that 15 offered us, 
and how fit for our joytul acceptance and 
efteem. $1 

The thing promiſed 1s no lefs than end- 
I:{s glory with God our Redeemer, and all 
the bletled: it 1s in the world where we mutt 
be tor ever / Ir 1s the periection of that 
which cvery holy Soul defireta: Ir 1s our 

H be/t 
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beſt, our all; it mult be that or nothing; 
chat or Hel]. | 

The Word or Covenant whuch 1s our 
Truſt, 

rt. [s Gods own Word. 

2. It perfecteth and ſecondeth natural re- 
vclation and hope. | 

3+ Itbcarcth on it felt the impreſs of God, 
even his power, wiſdom and love, in won- 
ders, propheciesand grace , 1t 1s ſealed by 
the blood of Chriſt ; by his own and his 
Diſciples mulcitude of miracles ; and bythe 
g1tt of his fanctifying Spirit ro all true bclic- 
vers to the end : It is confirmed toour Souls 
by the experience of the Power of it, and 
the bleſſed efte&ts, and this in-dwelling Sp1- 
rit, the witncſs of Chriſt ; and by the an- 
ſwer of prayers, by many providences, and 
by the experience of all Bchevers to this 


Ir is excellently ſuited to all our nceds 
to our wants, our dangers, our tears, our 
doubts, yea, and our ſinful unworthineſs 1n 
che freeneſs of Gods mercy, and all his 
gifts. 

Indeed man had ratherhye by fight, and 

would 
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would tain know by ſceing,whither Souls go, 
and what they are, and have, and do here- 
after. But it 1s not we, but God that 1s the 
Ruler, and fitteſt ro choofe both thegiftand 
means, the end and way: If we thanktull 
truſt and improve a promuſe, we ſhall quick- 
ly fee, and have polleſſion. Blefled be God 
fn the light of his Goſpe/, to guide us upto 
che lighrof glory. O that we had hearts to 
truſt it, love1t, and rejoice 1n it, as wehave 
juſt cauſe. 


4- And 1s ic nota great mercy of God, 
that he hath herein called us to a life of hap- 
pineſs and preſent joy? If he had bid us only 
weep forin to the laſt breath, thecondition 
had been eafic as for pardon and hope of 
endlcfs mercy ; but he bd g1Ven us a word, 
which he would have to be the rejoycing of 
our hearts ; and do we not love joy ? or have 
we any better ? OE | 

Ll have not now time, and Imuch more 
want my felt fuch a mind and heart asI 
ſhould have, to tel] what cauſe of daily joy 
God hath given us in his word and Cove- 
nants. Bur thus I will cell you, that our want 

H 2 of 
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of joy 1s our daily fin and ſhame, as well as 
our loſs and ſuttering ; and among all the 
diſcoveries of: the, i1ntul weakneis of our 
Faith, Hope and Love, our wantot rejoycing 
in tne word of promiſe, and hope ot glory 
isnot theleſs? O-what an Enemy is Death 
inthis reſpect, that ſtanding between it, dark» 
ncth andattrighnethus from our joys: But 
Chritt hath. conquered Dearh, ito deliver 
chofe tharchrough tcar of 4t are ſubject'to 
Bondage, Hb. 2. 14. And though we cry, 
O miſcrable men, who {hall d:hyer us 2 we 
yct thank God through Jelus Chriit our 
Lord. CN 
\. And Lmuſt ſecona the Teltimony of our 
deceaſcd Friend, in profeiling tor your en- 
couragement, my own experience, I have 
taken God's 7 e/timonies tor may Heritage, and 
they have been cheſe titty Years, or ncar,- the 
pleaſure of my lite, and tweeter than Honey, 
and preciouſcr than thouſands of gold and 
filver. As we tell men 1nchariy of che things 
which we have found good, the Medicines 
that havehealed us, and commend the per- 
ſons chat have been triendly ro us, and as 
man's nature 15 inclined ro propagate the 
| know- 
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knowleds and commu: Ucate the good 
which — of, and grace 1ncreaſeeh this 
inclination ; fol cake | it wo ben y auty, to 
add herein my own experience, if itn: ay con- 
eribute to the « — of yur ci.o cc: 
and reaſon teacheth all men to r- gar that 
means and remedy and goed wie nor 
which many have had expericiice &f ; 3 A 1; 
is rot to be taken for vain O:CNtATIO!N, IO 
proteſs that wv ey” all muit have in CR c 
gree that w {11 be ſaved. 
Thougi TIC ; natural and 1intul fears of 

win and death, (00 long deprived me of 
nucioft the j 4 nich 1ihould have had in 
vile coug:nt s of the unſeen world. and too 
much yt {0 o this day, yet I n, uit ſay that 
the Word of Go, and tn: prſors thar love 
and pra-t:c2't t, and the a0Jy way of lite and 
PCac 2, and all che ineans and things that here 
{avour of Heaven, have been fo good and 
pleal. unto ME, as cnablerh meto atlure you, 
char oncarth there 1s nothing ſo worthy of 
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your defire ana jy. 
And to encourage yu, Iwill ill you by 


my own experience, what benefit may be cx- 


pected trom this kind of delight, agrecable 
IO 
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to Davids and our Friends experience. 

1. By chis means my lite hath beenalmoil 
4 conitant pleaſure. 

2. This pleaſure hath much upheld me 
under almoſt conſtant bodily infirnuty and 
pain. ; 

3. It hath made all my ſufferings from 
men, and croſſes in the world to betolerable 
and very caſfieto me; had not Gods Word 
been my delight, I had hved uncomforta- 
bly. in conſtant pains and ſorrows, and had 
periſhed in my trouble. 

4. It hath faved me from the ſnares of ſin- 
fu] pleaſures: mans nature will ſeek for ſome 
cehgizr, and they that have it not in good- 
wall, armies hurttul and forbidden : 
it is only greater things that can overcome 
our Nuitaken choice of Ictier. In my Child- 
hood 7 was ſintu!'y inclined to the pleaſure 
of Romances, anc. of Childiſh Spores; but 
wi T1 tated te fweernets of Gods Teiti- 
mo-1s end Ways, [ needed no other but 
ſp't out thoſe luſcious Lawhoictome Vani- 
ts. And though common knowleuge, call- 
ed Learning, b-plexianttco 14yins nature,and 
] canor {ay that I nave not overyalued If, 
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et I muſt ſay, that the rclith of theſe greater 
matters, hath made me ſcehow much of tt 15 
vanity,and hath fayed me from the purſuir 
of that partof itwhich doth but pleaſe: curio- 
ſity and fancy, and tendeth not to uſcand to 
greater things ; and ſenſual plcaſuresI had 
no need of. 

5. It hath by chis means made that plca- 
ſarewhich I had, to be ſuch as my reaſon 
did approve and juiltfie, whereas 1f I had 
ſoughr it in preferment, wealth, or fenſua- 
liry, a forcfecing Conſcience would have 
atrighted me our of all my pleafure, and I 
ſhould havc had more of the pricks than of 
the Roſe; of the ſting, than of the Honey. 
Ofthis pleaſure younced not fear too much; 
bur of the ſenſual pleaſure, we more eaſily 
catch a mortal ſurteir 

6. Thus ſweetneſs of Gods Word, hath 
made alſo my calling and daily l2bor ſweet ; 
ſo that it had my heart, and not my forced 
hand and tongue. 

7. Andthus hath helpt my con/t2ncy here- 
in : For when we have no delight in our 
work, we grow weary ; and wearineſs tend. 
cth to give 1t over, or to ao It acartletly, 

and 
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and flubber it over in unacceptable hypo- 
CL11C. 

$ And this hath much ſaved me from the 
Gatul loſs of time : pleaſure cauſerh rrifling . 
and clays ; who ncedeth vain paſtimes, 
chart C9; 1cth 12 Gods Word and Work ? 

A. j one hath been to me an excel- 
Sed Che pior tic increaſc of knowledge : For 
THEY LCTICS of godlineſs have {ti]] more to 
be lcarncd by che wiſcſt man; and as Boys 
xt School, fo the Scholars of Chritt, learn 
b-{t wie have mo't pleaſure in their Books. 

1 0. And thus pleaſure hath much confirm- 
cd my bclict of thetruth of Scripture, when 
it {12501 born 1ts OWN witneſs to my mind, 
211 1h ve taited C14 goodneſs wh:ch 1s a- 

-ceable to 1s truth, I cafily believe him 
hatcom Mmenaeth a thing to rac, when Iraite 
Or tec] that it 18 good. 

11, And clus pleaſure hath helped me a- 
any vain thoughts ana talk, while the 
i L117 of God were ſw et, ana 10 continually 
vclcome ; 11's cafie to thick otthat which we 
GC? 3t12; and {inthl d.] gs corrupt the 
® 20U2 1 ms ant fi) 2CCil Wit con:tant fin; 

I 2. Ai Us Picatuce lath ſomewhat fed 
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my daily thankfalneſs to God,in the conſtant 
experience of the goodneſs of his truth and 
ways. 

4 And it cured the error of my begin- 
nings, when I ſtrove for nothing ſo much 
as to weep for {in, and perceived not that 
che joy of the Lord is our ſtrength, and the 
 flowerof holineſs, and likeſt to the heaven- 
ly ſtate; and that the Spirit ſanEtifierh, by 
making God and goodnels pleafant to us. 

14. And hereby it made mefind, thatthe 
praiſes of God are the ſweeteſt and nobleſt 
excrciſcsof Religion; when before IT placed 
more in lamenting {in and nuſery. 

15. And this maketh many things need- 
leſs ro me, that elſe would ſeem necdful; I 
want not more company ; I want no re- 
creation but for my body; 1f I have not 
what I would have, I ſee where only it is to 
be found. 

16. AndIamaſlured that the conſtant 
pleaſure of my mind, hatch not only kept 
me trom melancholy, bur from greater 
ſicknetles, and rended to the lengrhning of 
my he (as Scaliger ſaith, Pleaſant Stuilies do.) 
For conſtant pleaſure mutt needs tend to 
hcalth. I 17. And 
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17. And thus taſtchath mademe long for 
more, and had I not felt that it 1s goo. to 
dra'y near to God, and very deſirable to 
know him and lis will, I ſhould never have 
{o carneltly beg'd for clearer I1ghtand more 
ncar and ſweet communion with him ; plea- 
{urc 1s the cauſe of ſtrong defire. 

18. It hath been one of my greateſt helps 
againſt many temprations, of ſubriſe enc- 
inics that rempr men to ſadduciſm and 
doubt of the lite to come. 

19. Ithath made me more communica- 
tive to others, for we would all have par- 
takers in our delights. 

20. And it hach greatly furthered my 
Repentance and hatred of fin, when I have 
zaited whar pleaſure 1tdepriveth us of ; and 
the abhorrenceand loathing of my ſelt that 
can debght in ſuch a God and Saviour, and 
word no more: whenT taſte how good it 
1s, and ſee ſo much reafon to rejoice 1n it, 
andthe hopesof Glory a thouſand fold-more 
chan 1 do, none of all the actual fins of my 
life, do make me half ſo much Joath my 
naughty heart, as to think that my want of 
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doth ſhew ſo much weakneſs 1n my Faith, 
and Hope, and Love. O that I had more 
Faith and Love that I night have more of 
cis delight / 

Hearers I have fſincercly told you what 
comfort you may have 1t you will nor retuſe 
it from the Word of God and trom the cx- 
perience of P4»id, and (becaulethings near 
are apteſt toaftcct) trom the experience of 
our deceaſed friend, and of my ſeit, and 1n- 
deed ofall Gods Servants 1n their degree ; 
you would live in joy; you will dye 1n 
joy; wenecd irina lite of fo muchtroable, 
and for a changechac elſe 1s terrible ; and 1ts 
ſure and near. O Sirs we needanother kind 
of comfort, than ſport or appetite, or wealth, 
or any ſuch fading vanity will give us, you 
may have ſome of it, 1t you will. And 
rhough joy be the top of grace which we 
arrive notat witha wiſh, norin an hour, yec 
the naturc ofthe new creature reliheth or 
ſavoureth the things of the Spirit, [opr. 8. 
5, 6, 7. And the Spirit of Aoption 1s a Spt- 
rit of tihal Love, and crycth Abba Father, 
and the Love of God the Father, the Grace 
of the S0n, and theConmmunian of the Holy 
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Spirit, which arcethe behevers parc, areall of 
them the greateſt comforters; and Chriit 
giveth believers that ſeek and cruſt him, that 
ſpring of 1:ving waters, wi:ch tenderh to e- 
verlaiting ſatisfaction, and cureth undigent 
and {intul crit. 

Will you then have any portion, heritage 
and joy which will be worthy of a naan,and 
ſhall go further with you chan the Grave? It 
you w:ll you may: Gold and ths Congre- 
gation are witnctles that 1 was offered yor. 
But chinknor co retuſeir, and preter the rrax- 
fitory pleaſures of Sin betore un, and at la't 
have it, and find that wich you received, 
or wich you ſought nor firit, Mar. 6.33.nor 
to find a Treaſure 1 Heaven where you ne- 
ver laid it up or ſought it. The hopes of 
the Wicked periſh, and the Hypocrites hopes 
are as the giving up of the Gho/t : But the 
Pighteous hath hope in his death, and there- 
tore may dyc in Peace and oy, Fob 8. 13, 14- 
and 11. 20. Prov. 11.7. and 14. 32. 

Perhaps ſome wall ſay, thar ſuch a dif- 
courſe of rejoycing 1s unſuitable ro the 
mourning of a Funeral. Ithinknort of ſuch 
a £unera!, 1 wich we commemorate the 
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Holy Life and Death, and bel. everhe pre. at 
and everlaſting joy of ſucha /7:ad, and 
one with whom we have long joyncd mn 
ſeeking and waiting for thar /<lic/ 'ty, and 
hopc cre long and tor CVer ©O ICJOICC wich 
Chriſt and her, an all the blefled. And 
Funeral $orantict are not for the ben tit 
E though for the duc nonour) of the dead, 

but of Lic [:v1 INT, IO tcacit is all (O PreParc 
for death, wirch indeed 15 io. much of the 
buliinets of our whole lite, that ail the reſt 
1s but a vain ſhew, and fooliſh crifing or 
muci wore. And WIHCICLN « COU our Pr CP a- 
ration for dcath ſomuch con{1 t, as tore-ſce- 
ng what fo greata change will nced, and 
whata Tryal ic will put our Fairh and Hepe 
to, to ſeckand gct ſuch ſecurity tor our cycr- 
laſting ſace, and ſuch ſound belief of ir, 

and ſetled content and comfort init, which 
the fears of Death, Fudgm: nt, and Hell, may 
not ſhake or overcome, that fo we may f1- 
niſh our courſe witi joy, and paſs through 
the Valicy of the ſhaciory of death, and fear 
no cv.l, bur may comfort one anorher and 
our {clves with this, that we ihall for ever 
be with tic Lord, and may ſay with Paul, I 


have 


_ - w— 


= 


A Funeral Sermon. 


— 


have fourht a good fight, T have finiſhed my 


courſe, henceforth there 1s laid up for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God the Righ- 
rcous Judge will give, to me and to all that 
love Chrilts appearance; when he ſhall come 
ro beglonificd in Jus Saints, and adnured in all 
them chat do believe, and {hall ſay, 1//7 doc 
good and Faithful Servant. Enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord. 


Woe and for ever woe to every foul of 
you, that ſhall finally rej<& or neglctt the 
offer of ſuch an Heritage and Joy! And 
bleſſed be that Grace which hath cauſed all 
tre Believers to pretcr it 1n their higheſt c- 
{teem and choice and ſecking. I havelooke 
abourto ſce if there were any better and 
ſarer to be had; and I am tully ſatisfied it 
mult be this ornone. I offer you but what 
God hathcauſed mcand all that he will fave, 
rochooſe ; and Lord grant that / may never 
look backtoany other ; Jet the Love of God 
wy Heavenly Father, the grace of Jefas 
Chriſt my Lord, and the joy of the ſancti- 
tying Spirit, ſealing up the promiſe of God 
as my ſccurity, and writing his Lay and Ge- 
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ſpel mn my heart, be my Heritage and Joy ; 
and T ſhall never envy the molt proſperous 
{inner their portion 1n clus life, bur ſhall live 
and dye inthe thanktul praife of the God of 
my ſalvauon, who 1s E/ential, Infinite, Foy- 
fal Love. Amen, Amen. 
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